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and the King knew that the only way in which the spell of the
lady's charms could be broken was to send the young man back
to sea. So he escaped punishment for his disobedience; and at
the same time secured the command of one of the best ships in
the Navy—the frigate, H.M.S. Andromeda.
His return to England in April 1789 was followed by another
6 brush' with his father. He was annoyed because he had not
been made a Duke like his elder brother Frederick; and when
the King tried to put him off he allowed a notice to be inserted
in the newspapers to the effect that he proposed coming out as a
candidate for Totnes in the forthcoming parliamentary election.
There was nothing for it but for the King to give way; and
William was duly created Duke of Ckrence. Lie Frederick he
quickly found life at Carlton House rather boring; and towards
the end of 1789 he set up house at Richmond with a Miss Polly
Finch, a rather vulgar but quite harmless little person. In 1791,
however, to every one's disgust, he went to live with a popular
actress, Mrs Dorothea Jordan, who was the mother of several
children by several fathers. She was a homely litde woman and
for twenty years they lived together very happily.
What could the King do ? William was always very pleasant
when he came to Court, but he stolidly refused to leave his
mistress, and he was quite unmoved by the sneers of Society who
said that he was living on Mrs Jordan's money. He was deeply
hurt when the Government would not give him active employ-
ment during the war with France; but he did not vent his wrath
upon his father, as the Prince of Wales did when he was refused
a general's baton; and he solaced himself in the company of his
mistress and their many children. His father was much grieved
when he spoke against Wilberforce's motion for the abolition of
the slave trade.
The promoters of abolition [die Duke said] are either fanatics or
hypocrites, and in one of these classes I rank Mr Wilberforce.
But that was his bluff way of stating his own opinion; and,
though Whigs could rant and rave against his kck of education,
the people generally thought very highly of the e Sailor Prince/
who was seen crying like a child when the nation had laid Nelson
to rest in St Paul's in November 1805.
It was George's ambition that his sons should be brought up
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